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Cobb County news and notes
The Cobb County Public Library System now provides
Powerspeak Languages, a new world-language learning
product, to its patrons. “We’re thrilled to have language-
learning products available at our library,” said Jonathan
McKeown, associate director of central and outreach
services. “This will give our patrons the opportunity to
learn a new language at their own pace.” The program
offers Spanish, French, German, Mandarin Chinese and
English for Spanish-speakers. The courses use a variety of
multisensory activities including a combination of scored
online activities, exercises, lessons and games. Course
activities are bound together with an adventure story
containing graphics, audio, video, music and an intuitive
way to track progress. Learners also practice speaking and
writing in a variety of interactive modules that simulate
real conversations with native speakers. Powerspeak is
available from any Internet connection. 
military personnel. The
program was developed as
a way to connect with
President Barack Obama’s
“United We Serve”
initiative, a national focus
on volunteerism. An equally
important goal was to give
military children moral
support from their peers.
Children’s librarians
incorporated the Children’s
Letter Writing Campaign
into their summer programs
by providing stationery,
pens and crayons to use for
their letter writing along with “letter drop boxes” for
children to place their letters. A reading list of various
children’s books about parents serving in the military was
also developed. More than 200 children wrote letters
during the campaign, enabling them to combine
composition practice with their Summer Reading Program
activities and giving them a way to learn about and feel
good about volunteering. 
Dawson County news and notes
Betty Bean, a beloved retired children’s librarian for the
Dawson County Library, has passed away at the age of
85. According to Chestatee Regional Library System
Director Claudia Gibson, Bean’s vitality and enthusiasm
were contagious. “She affected the lives of countless
children who have walked through the library doors,”
DeKalb County news and notes
The DeKalb County Public Library board of trustees has
appointed Alison Weissinger acting director of the
system. Weissinger will take over from Darro Willey, who
will retire in October after 15 years as director. She began
her career in the DeKalb system in 1997 as a youth
services librarian. Since then, she has served as a branch
manager at several branches. Mostly recently, Weissinger
has worked as the system’s adult services coordinator,
overseeing adult programming, literacy and outreach
services and the library’s website.
The board also approved a service reduction plan to
reduce costs forced by budget cuts. Under the plan, the
Briarcliff Library is closing in September and the new
Stonecrest Library, which was expected to begin service in
September, will be delayed in opening until May 2011.
Savings from these actions will permit the library to move
ahead with plans to reopen the Hairston Crossing and
Salem-Panola branch libraries in late October. Both
libraries have been closed for renovation and expansion
work, which is now completed.
The DeKalb County Public Library unveiled three bold and
colorful designs Aug. 21 as staff announced the winners
of its Design-a-Library-Card Art Contest at the Tucker-
Reid H. Cofer Library branch. Library officials are using
interest in the contest and its winning designs to promote
library card sign-up.
“Miss Betty” Bean
Gibson said. “Until she retired at age 80 in 2006, children
returned as teenagers just to say hello and get a hug. The
younger library patrons were still treated to charismatic
storytelling, raucous songs and fun finger plays. Miss
Betty would still get down
on the floor and play with
the youngest of them.”
To commemorate Bean’s
work and to celebrate the
joy she brought to so
many, a memorial fund was
created to honor her.
Almost $500 in donations
were received, and they
were used to purchase a
play cottage (known as
“The Bean House”), a hop-
scotch board and books for
the children’s area at the
Dawson County Library. 
At AFPL’s Central Library, Taj
Luster writes a letter to
support children whose
families are in the military.
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